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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1 



1 1, 49-63 are pending for examination. 



2 



Claims 1 



11, 49-63 are rejected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "... according to claim 1 ... the interface has contactless 
communicating means ". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
For the purpose of applying art, the examiner assumes the phrase should be ". . . according to 
claim 6 ... ". 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-1 1, 49-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Daggar, 
U.S. Patent 5,748,737. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



4. 



As per claim 1; "A data decoding apparatus comprising: 
decoding means for 



Application/Control Number: 09/869,816 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2136 

decoding one of 

encoded and 

encrypted digital data [Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 9,line 
31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated 
multimedia card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, 
secure storage elements, and multiple interface aspects, clearly encompasses the 
claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.]; 
memory means for 

storing monitoring data [Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 9,line 31, 
col. 9,lines 63-col. 21, line 35, whereas the electronic wallet micro-module secure storage 
and muhiple interface aspects, clearly encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly 
interpreted by the examiner.]; and 
charge control means for 

performing a charging process by changing 

the monitoring data in the memory means in accordance with 

an instruction of reproducing conditions information associated with 

the digital data when the digital data are decoded [Abstract, col. 
l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col 9,line 31, col 9,lines 63-coL 21,line 35, 
whereas the electronic wallet micro-module secure storage (i.e., col. 
18,lines 62-col. 21,line 35, col. 9,lines 5-30 'emphasis on data security as 
opposed to media security ... a remote banking terminal, . . .a transaction 
security controller, and transaction recorder and reconciler, among other 
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fiinctions ...'), clearly encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly 
interpreted by the examiner.].". 

Further, as per claim 1 1, this claim is the method claim for the apparatus claim 1 above, 
and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 1 rejection, as such; "A data decoding 
method comprising the steps of: 

decoding one of 

encoded and 

encrypted digital data; and 
performing a changing process by 

changing stored monitoring data in accordance with 

reproducing conditions information associated with 
the digital data when the digital data are decoded.". 

5. Claim 2 additionally recites the limitation that; "The data decoding apparatus according 
to claim 1, further comprising 

identifier memory means for 

storing an identifier of the 

decoded digital data and 
decoding conditions, 
wherein 

a log remains in the identifier memory means after 
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the decoding of the digital data.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet micro-module secure 
storage as related to the multimedia content protection, banking transaction content, and multiple 
digital card(s) with associated users (and associated identifiers), clearly encompasses the claimed 
limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

6. Claim 3 additionally recites the limitation that; "The data decoding apparatus according 
to claim 1, further comprising 
an interface that 

safely exchanges data with an external apparatus by 
encrypting the data, 

wherein 

the monitoring data are stored in the memory means through the interface.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated muhimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
multiple interface aspects, clearly interfaces external to the device (i.e., user interface, magnetic, 
etc., card interfaces) as associated with the stored data/parameters/transaction logs, etc., and 
encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 
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7. Claim 4 additionally recites the limitation that; "The data decoding apparatus according 
to claim 3, wherein 

the interface has contactless communicating means.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l.lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s), secure storage elements, and multiple interface aspects, clearly 
interfaces external to the device (i.e., user interface, magnetic, etc., card interfaces) which 
include proximity/contactless based (i.e., magnetic, weigand, RF, etc.) technologies, and 
encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

8. Claim 5 additionally recites the limitation that; "The data decoding apparatus according 
to claim 4, wherein 

the interface has electric power receiving means; and 
the data in the memory means are accessed through the interface when 
a power source of an apparatus main body is not supplied.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s), secure storage elements, and muhiple interface aspects, such that power 
supplied via solar cells (i.e., col. 12,lines 66-col. 13,line 3, col. I7,lines 1-44), encompasses the 
claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 
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9. Claim 6 additionally recites the limitation that; "The data decoding apparatus according 
to claim 1, fUrther comprising 
an interface that 

safely exchanges data with an external apparatus by 

encrypting the data, 
wherein log data in the memory means are 
outputted, 
inputted, and 

changed through the interface.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
multiple interface aspects, clearly interfaces external to the device (i.e., user interface, magnetic, 
etc., card interfaces) as associated with the stored data/parameters/transaction logs, etc., and 
encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

1 0. Claim 7 additionally recites the limitation that; "The data decoding apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein 

the interface has contactless communicating means.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s), secure storage elements, and multiple interface aspects, clearly 
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interfaces external to the device (i.e., user interface, magnetic, etc., card interfaces) which 
include proximity/contactless based (i.e., magnetic, weigand, RF, etc.) technologies, and 
encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

1 1 . Claim 8 additionally recites the limitation that; "The data decoding apparatus according 
to claim 7, wherein 

the interface has electric power receiving means and 
the data in the memory means are accessed through the interface when 
a power source of an apparatus main body is not supplied.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,Hne 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21, line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s), secure storage elements, and multiple interface aspects, such that power 
suppUed via solar cells (i.e., col. 12,lines 66-col. 13,line 3, col. 17,lines 1-44), encompasses the 
claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

12. Claim 9 additionally recites the limitation that; "The data decoding apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein 

when the digital data are decoded, one of 

a part of the reproducing conditions information, 
all of the reproducing conditions information, and 

a resuk obtained by performing an arithmetic operation on the reproducing 
conditions information is 
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embedded as a watermark that is decoded into the output data.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
'Other physical information such as a card owner signature, photo, hologram and bar code could 
also be included on the ... card ... owner specific (i.e., col. 13,lines 28-col. 14,line 8, col. 
18,lines 62-col. 21,line 30)', encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the 
examiner.). 

13. Claim 10 additionally recites the limitation that; "The data decoding apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein 

when the digital data are 
decoded and 

a watermark has been added, 
the data embedded in the watermark are 
decoded and 

the decoded data are outputted 

when the decoded watermark data are equal to 
a normal value obtained from 

the reproducing conditions information.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, coL 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
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card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
'Other physical information such as a card owner signature, photo, hologram and bar code could 
also be included on the ... card . . . owner specific (i.e., col. 13,lines 28-col. 14,Hne 8, col. 
18,Iines 62-col. 21, line 30)' whereas the case of financial transactions clearly won't occur if said 
user associated information so embedded is not authenticated (i.e., financial transactions won't 
allow for multiple, reproduced, duplicated transactions), and therefore encompasses the claimed 
limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

14. As per claim 49; "A decoding apparatus comprising: 
a decoding unit for 

performing a decoding process to 
compressed and 
encrypted data including data 
read fi-om a medium and 

corresponding to reproducing conditions [Abstract, coL 1, lines 5- 
25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 9,line 31, coL 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas 
the electronic wallet and associated muhimedia card and digital card(s) 
with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, 
multiple interface aspects (i.e., the cards being medium elements), and 
'Other physical information such as a card owner signature, photo, 
hologram and bar code could also be included on the ... card . . . owner 
specific (i.e., col. 13,lines 28-col. 14,line 8, col. 18,lines 62-col. 21,line 
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30)' whereas the case of financial transactions clearly won't occur if said 
user associated information so embedded is not authenticated (i.e., 
financial transactions won't allow for multiple, reproduced, duplicated 
transactions), and therefore encompasses the claimed limitations as 
broadly interpreted by the examiner.]; 
a storing unit for 

storing monitoring data [Abstract, col. l,Hnes 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 9,line 31, 
col. 9,lines 63-col. 21, line 35, whereas the electronic wallet micro-module secure storage 
and multiple interface aspects, clearly encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly 
interpreted by the examiner.]; and 
a control unit for 

performing a changing process to 

the monitoring data stored in the storing unit on the basis of 

the data corresponding to the reproducing conditions separated by 
the decoding unit when the read data 
are decoded and 

are targets of charging [Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-25, 
col. 7,lines 33-col. 9,line 3 1, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, 
whereas the electronic wallet micro-module secure storage 
(i.e., col. 18,lines 62-col. 21,line 35, col. 9,lines 5-30 
* emphasis on data security as opposed to media security . . . 
a remote banking terminal, ... a transaction security 
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controller, and transaction recorder and reconciler, among 
other functions .. .'), clearly encompasses the claimed 
limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.].". 



1 5 Claim 50 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 49, wherein 

when the read data are not the targets of the charging, 

the control unit does not change the monitoring data stored in the storing unit.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 3 1, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,nne 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
'Other physical information such as a card owner signature, photo, hologram and bar code could 
also be included on the ... card ... owner specific (i.e., col. 13,lines 28-col. 14,line 8, col. 
18,lines 62-col. 21,line 30)' whereas the case of financial transactions clearly won't occur if said 
user associated information so embedded is not authenticated (i.e., financial transactions won't 
allow for multiple, reproduced, duplicated transactions), and therefore encompasses the claimed 
limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

16. Claim 5 1 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 49, further comprising 
a converting unit for 
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converting output data outputted from the decoding unit into an analog signal.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21, line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s), secure storage elements, and multiple interface aspects, clearly 
interfaces external to the device (i.e., user interface, magnetic, etc., card interfaces) which 
include proximity/contactless based (i.e., magnetic, weigand, RF, etc.) technologies, whereas the 
interfacing to said technologies is an analog signal, and encompasses the claimed limitations as 
broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

17. Claim 52 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 49, wherein 

reproduction history information of the read data decoded by 
the decoding unit are stored in the storing unit.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
the case of financial transactions (i.e., banking transactions) and user associated information, 
encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 



18. Claim 53 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 52, further comprising 
a communicating unit. 
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wherein 

the reproduction history information is outputted to an external apparatus through 
the communicating unit and 

the monitoring data are stored in the storing unit,". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet case of financial 
transactions (i.e., banking transactions) and user associated information, encompasses the 
claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

19. Claim 54 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 53, wherein 

an operation electric power is supplied to the apparatus fi-om 
an exterior source through the communicating unit.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21, line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s), secure storage elements, and muhiple interface aspects, such that power 
supplied via solar cells (i.e., col. 12,lines 66-col. 13,line 3, col. 17,lines 1-44), encompasses the 
claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

20. Claim 55 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 49, wherein 

the decoding unit comprises 
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a decoder for decoding the encryption performed on the read data and 
a decompressing unit for decompressing the data decoded by the decoder.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col 1, lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
multiple interface aspects, inclusive of the inherent data compression used in the cryptographic 
(i.e., hash calculation, encryption/decryption per se) functions and magnetic card data 
protocol/transfer fiinctions, and encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by 
the examiner.). . 

21. Claim 56 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 49, further comprising 

a watermark detecting unit for 

detecting whether a watermark has been added to output data outputted from the 

decoding unit, 

wherein when the watermark is not detected 

the output data from the decoding unit are outputted.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
'Other physical information such as a card owner signature, photo, hologram and bar code could 
also be included on the ... card ... owner specific (i.e., col 13,lines 28-col 14,line 8, col 
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18,lines 62-col. 21, line 30)\ encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the 
examiner.). 

22. Claim 57 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 56, wherein 

when the data regarding the reproducing conditions are included in the watermark 
detected by the watermark detecting unit 
the control unit 
collates 

the output data with 

the data regarding the reproducing conditions extracted from the 
data read from the medium and 
outputs 

the output data from the decoding unit when 

the data corresponding to the reproducing conditions 
detected by the watermark detecting unit 
coincides with 

the data corresponding to the reproducing conditions 
extracted from the data read from the medium.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21, line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
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'Other physical information such as a card owner signature, photo, hologram and bar code could 
also be included on the ... card ... owner specific (i.e., col. 13,lines 28-col. 14,line 8, col. 
18,lines 62-col. 21,line 30)' whereas the case of financial transactions clearly won't occur if said 
user associated information so embedded is not authenticated (i.e., financial transactions won't 
allow for multiple, reproduced, duplicated transactions), and therefore encompasses the claimed 
limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 



23. Claim 58 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 56, wherein 
when 

the data regarding the reproducing conditions detected by 
the watermark detecting unit 
does not coincide with 

the data regarding the reproducing conditions extracted fi-om 
the data read fi*om the medium, 
the control unit 

does not output the output data fi-om the decoding unit.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,Unes 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
'Other physical information such as a card owner signature, photo, hologram and bar code could 
also be included on the ... card ... owner specific (i.e., col. 13,lines 28-col. 14,line 8, col. 
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18,lines 62-col. 21,line 30)' whereas the case of financial transactions clearly won't occur if said 
user associated information so embedded is not authenticated (i.e., financial transactions won't 
allow for multiple, reproduced, duplicated transactions), and therefore encompasses the claimed 
limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

24. Claim 59 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 58, wherein 

the decoding unit has 

a reproducing conditions detecting unit for 

extracting the data regarding the reproducing conditions from the read 

data.". 

The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
'Other physical information such as a card owner signature, photo, hologram and bar code could 
also be included on the ... card ... owner specific (i.e., col. 13,lines 28-col. 14,line 8, col. 
18,lines 62-col. 21,line 30)' whereas the case of financial transactions clearly won't occur if said 
user associated information so embedded is not authenticated (i.e., financial transactions won't 
allow for muhiple, reproduced, duplicated transactions), and therefore encompasses the claimed 
limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 
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25. Claim 60 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 57, further comprising 

a watermark adding unit for 

adding a watermark formed on the basis of 

the data regarding the reproducing conditions, 
wherein when the watermark cannot correctly be detected from the output data outputted 
from the decoding unit by the watermark detecting unit the watermark adding unit 
forms the watermark and 

adds the watermark to the output data from the decoding unit.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l,lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
'Other physical information such as a card owner signature, photo, hologram and bar code could 
also be included on the ... card . . . owner specific (i.e., col. 13,Unes 28-col. 14,line 8, col. 
18,lines 62-col. 21, line 30)' whereas the case of financial transactions clearly won't occur if said 
user associated information so embedded is not authenticated (i.e., financial transactions won't 
allow for muhiple, reproduced, duplicated transactions), and therefore encompasses the claimed 
limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner ). 



26. Claim 61 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 60, wherein 

when the watermark is correctly detected from 
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the output data from the decoding unit by the watermark detecting unit 
the watermark adding unit does not add the watermark.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. l.lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,Une 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
'Other physical information such as a card owner signature, photo, hologram and bar code could 
also be included on the ... card ... owner specific (i.e., col. 13,lines 28-col. 14,line 8, col. 
18,lines 62-col. 21,line 30)' whereas the case of financial transactions clearly won't occur if said 
user associated information so embedded is not authenticated (i.e., financial transactions won't 
allow for multiple, reproduced, duplicated transactions), and therefore encompasses the claimed 
limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

27. Claim 62 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 49, wherein 

the decoding unit, 

the storing unit, and 

said control unit are constructed as one chip.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated multimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, are 
such that the various embodiments involving the wallet/smartcard architectures clearly are 
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integrated into single chip configurations, and therefore encompasses the claimed limitations as 
broadly interpreted by the examiner ). 



28. Claim 63 additionally recites the limitation that; "The decoding apparatus according to 
claim 49, wherein 

when the monitoring data stored in the storing unit indicate that 
the read data cannot be reproduced, 

said the control unit stops the decoding process of the read data by the decoding unit.". 
The teachings of Daggar suggest such limitations (Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-25, col. 7,lines 33-col. 
9,line 31, col. 9,lines 63-col. 21,line 35, whereas the electronic wallet and associated muhimedia 
card and digital card(s) with encryption based wallet micro-module, secure storage elements, and 
'Other physical information such as a card owner signature, photo, hologram and bar code could 
also be included on the ... card ... owner specific (i.e., col. 13,lines 28-col. 14,line 8, col. 
18,lines 62-col. 21, line 30)' whereas the case of financial transactions clearly won't occur if said 
user associated information so embedded is not authenticated (i.e., financial transactions won't 
allow for muhiple, reproduced, duplicated transactions), and therefore encompasses the claimed 
limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner ). 
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Conclusion 



29. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from examiner 
should be directed to Ronald Baum, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3861, and whose 
unofficial Fax number is (571) 273-3861. The examiner can normally be reached Monday 
through Thursday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh, can be reached at (571) 272-3795. The Fax number for the organization 
where this application is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. For more information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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